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Project Description / 
Abstract 

The heterotrophic microbial communities that occupy niches in the 
North Arm of Great Salt Lake are almost completely unrepresented in 
the scientific literature.  These microbes represent perfect indicators of 
environmental damage to the lake ecosystem.  They are likewise an 
enormous and untapped technological resource.  Molecular 
technologies have advanced to the point that these communities can 
be rapidly and economically characterized, allowing both the 
environmental monitoring and biotechnological potential of this State 
resource to be realized. 
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